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r''i;r-Tr.i)TIT :  Yi.SUOK»\,  Seitoku 
I.  YixSUOK:'.,  Seltoku,  moke  oath  an<’  rs  fcj  ’owa. 

In  1921  I  graduated  from  the 
Imperial  University,  and  established  th*. 

KENKYUSHO  (the  Oriental  Thought  atvess^cn 

study  Oriental  classics  with  ®  gaKUIN  (the 

Confuscianism.  In  1925  I  founded  the  KI^I  ^UIN  Ithe 

Academy  of  Golden  Cook)  with  an  aim  to  educating  young  men 
nTthreulture  of  Rriontal  and  Occidental  classics;  and 
+  h«n  T  Rfit  un  the  NIPPON  NOSHI  GiJOCO  (the  School  for 

of  raising  the  level  of 
L8ve  constantly  made  earnes 
which  were  universal, 


Japanese  Farmers)  lor  l 
rural  culture  in  Japan# 
efforts  to  develop  hums 
fundonentel  end  gonuino  culture  of  the  .Tapenose  people  aioug 
thet  line.  I  hfve  never  boon  In  offlolrl  eorvloe. 

It  was  about  1922  or  1923  whon  I  mrde  roqualntanoe 
with  Oarieral  UMja.  He  loved  poetry  end  reading.  1  paid 
him  reepeot  and  liked  him.  Wo  often  dlsoueeed  and  shared 
the  sane  anxiety  over  the  orevalllng  altuatlen  that  some 
JaLneee  fallen  Into  decadenoo  by  misinterpreting  • 
liberalism,  while  others  hrd  been  caught  by  Inhuman  oonmnlM 
as  a  reaction  of  which,  there  v/as  going  to  rise  a 
extreme  right  thought  of  violence  and  destruction.  Also 
oS  intention  v/as  to  prevent  the  relations  between  Ja^n 
and  China  from  getting  worse  and  since  then  our  friendship 
has  boon  spiritxisl  and  constant. 

The  ideas  end  deeds  of  General  *ibMa  on  state  wej*®  as 

follows  He  was  neither  a  Chauvinist  nor  a  Jingoist  but 

folio  .  nroffressive  and  rotroapeotivo  patriots.  He 

one  of  the  most  progress i 

au?hSite1i«  pZ?  S?  reign,  but  In  the  realization  of 
h^nltron  the  part  of  the  people.  For  example.  It  was 
td  realize  social  conditions  whore  there  would 
hi  no  destitute,  murders  or  thieves;  and  whore  lost  articles 
iould  always  bo  returned  to  their  owners.  He  often  stated 
that  it  was  not  a  fancy  but-  could  cctuelly  be  found  in  his- 
^OTv  In  certain  periods  and  localities  and  In  our  own  day 
there  was  something  like  It  In  Sweden.  He  Insisted  ttot 
authority  end  guidance  were  necessary  for  the  realization 

of  such  a  national  life. 
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The  following  were  his  ideas  on  war.  From  my  many  con 
vorsatlons  with  him,  he  regrrded  the  foroe  of  arms  as  a  meens 
of  self-defense  egrinst  unjustified  oppression  or  aggression 
from  other  countries.  As  to  war,  he  recognized  it  to  be  "ma 
necessita”,  a  necessary  evil*  He  assorted  that  it  was  the 
first  step  of  degeneration  of  military  power  to  resort  to  wa. 
and  describing  the  miseries  caused  by  Vtorld  War  I,  he  admon¬ 
ished  all  to  avoid  war  by  all  means.  That,  I  know  of  my  own 
knowledge,  was  why  some  expansionist s-by-meens-of-erms  dis¬ 
countenanced  him. 


On  the  Manchurian  Incident  he  confided  to  mo  tho  v/orry  an 
unrest  he -felt  about  our  execution  of  military  power  i;- 
liinohurlo,  aggrevationa  of  our  international  relations,  ill 
Influence  upon  Chino,  the  dominating  bellicosity  of  sono  of 
tho  militarists  end  rightists,  and  unexpected  uprising  of  his 
popularity  which  was  so  earnest  but  untraoerble.  He  stated 
that  ho  was  contented  v/ith  the  fact  that  the  hostilities  in 
llanohurla  had  come  to  an  end  sooner  than  expected  end  the 
Shanghai  Incident  had  been  quickly  terminated;  and  he  was 
endeavoring  satisfactorily  to  adjust  the  relations  between 
Japan  and  China,  Ho  also  stated  his  Intention  to  hold  a  Far 
Eastern  Peace  Conference  or  something  like  that  to  cope  v/ith 
tho  crisis.  But  ho  resigned  from  the  post  of  Ilinister  of  War 

owing  to  his  illness. 

Cn  the  China  Incident  he  further  revealed  that  ho  regret¬ 
ted  deeply  the  happening  of  the  February  26th  Incident,  so  h» 
retired  from  public  office  and  avoided  attending  political 
meetings.  In  1936  when  the  China  Incident  broke  out,  ho  was 
in  his  retirement.  In  tho  last  part  of  that  year,  however, 
ho  was  invited  by  Premier  KCNCYE  to  become  a  Cabinet  Councillor 
Then  in  that  capacity  ho  stated  his  peace  principle  based  on 
his  long-cherished  opinion  regarding  Chino,  but  it  was  not 
accoptod.  He  said  he  was  sorry  for  it  and  talked  of  cruelty 
of  cohfllct  between  Japan  and  China  by  quoting  a  quatrain  with 
seven  Chinese  characters  in  each  lino  by  TSiVO-CHIEN, 
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to  meet  tho  public  by  renovetlng  their  etmoapbere  of  du? 
nes'  ‘^pd  ptr.‘gnpnc,v,  v/ith  a  view  to  gaining  public  trust 
and  oonl’ic.ence ,  he  told  mo. 

Rogarding  international  relations,  wo  efton  discussed 
whet  ho  v.'j  5  most  anr^iously  and  earnestly  striving  for,  to 
wit:  an  cpprcjpripte  conpromlso  and  advancojaono  of  mutual 
undcrstaiid.'.ng  botwoen  Japan  and  China,  As  for  the 
Rusaiena,  he  nsod  to  tell  of  their  racial  traits  with 
sympathy  tut  disliked  the  red  propaganda  of  the  Third 
■‘■nternational,  lie  had  no  intention  of  intorforln^  v/ith 
It,  Ho  would  say  the  only  counter-measure  of  ccin.iunisra 
was  to  deprive  society  of  its  evils  with  sound  iaeas.  Ho 
admired  the  English  for  their  well  developed  occuon  sense 
and  the  high  standard  of  culture  of  tho*r' J'^ading  class; 
and  idaericans  for  their  enterprising  ana  progressive 
spirit.  Ho  many  times  stated  his  deep  rngret  for  the  dis¬ 
cord  between  Japan,  .‘unerica  and  Greet  Britain, 

Since  1935  or  se  ho  remained  inactive  in  the  politica.i 
field.  Ho  expressed  his  disgust  at  the  misunderstanding 
about  him  by  the  dominant  Japanese  military  faction  and 
at  the  aggravation  of  his  intercourse  with  thorn.  Ho  fur¬ 
ther  stated  thpt  his  moral  sensibility  reacted  when  he 
was  stealthily  suppressed  as  ho  v/us  consiiorad  to  be  an 
opponent  to  the  said  faction  and  an  ambitious  and  grumblii. 
statesman.  Ho  had  no  public  relation  v/ith  tho  current  pro¬ 
blems,  iifter  his  resignation  from  tho  pest  of  War  ITinis- 
ter  and  during  his  days  as  Education  Minister,  his  opinions 
on  current  issues  were  neglected.  Ho  often  told  me  that 
ho  was  regrettable  for  it. 


Y/,SUOIG\,  Geltoku 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  tho  under-signed 

officer  by  YASUOK'i,  Soitoku,  at  the  War  Ministry  Building, 
Tokyo,  Japan,  on  this  _  day  of  August  1947, 
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